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Telegram  (Jecret  Cipher  process) 

Tokyo,  23  March  1939  19  o'clock 

Arrival,  23  March  1939  ltf.lc  • 

h'O.  121  Of  March  ?'t 


TC-i,  jwo.isr* 


Secret » 


For  the  State  Secretary 

I  hear  from  well  informed  Japanese  press  source  that  the 
Japanese  conference  of  the  five  ministers  under  the  presidency  of  the 
Prime  Minister  had  decided  at  two  o'olock  tonight  after  a  di3CU3sion 
lasting  several  hours,  to  taka  up  diplomatic  negotiations  with  Germany 
for  the  purpose  of  concluding  a  military  treaty  directed  against  Russia. 
Parts  of  the  Array  advocated  a  further  military  treaty  also  against 
third  powers.  The  same  wa3  demanded  by  the  Italian  Government. 

The  Navy  had  recommended  limitation  on  Russia.  Ambassador  GililmA  ia 
supposed  to  have  delivered  the  inquiry  of  the  Gernoi  Government,  whether 
.-apan  would  be  willing  to  conclude  the  military  treaty.  Ostensibly, 
Germany  is  supposed  to  be  content  with  merely  anti-Russian  pact  and 
has  requested  an  answer  by  April  3.  The  government  here  does  not  wish 
to  break  off  the  bridge  to  America  and  England  despite  the  treaty  and  is 
or  this  purpose  supposed  to  be  considering  concessions  in  China. 

The  newspaper  AdAHl  also  mentions  in  today's  morning  edition  a  secret 
minister's  conference  and  announc  .3  that  'an  important  question  of 
Japanese  foreign  policy  would  be  decided  upon  in  a  few  days.' 
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